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IN REPLY REFER TO:

7330-7/1700A3

Honorable Gerry E. Studds
House of Representatives ,
237 Cannon House Office.Building

, Wa~hlngton,. D~·C. '~W5l5"

Dear Congressman Studds:

RECEIVED

.AP~ J 31993'
.' - .. ' '.

This is in reply to your letter of March 2, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyis.ts. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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March 2, 1993

e"t'srow's L~NOINCi. SUITE 6

Two Cou/"BI" ROAD (ROUTE 53)
PEMBROKE. MA 02359

617-826-3866

CAPE AND ISLANDS
148 MAIN STREET

HVAfrtNIS, MA 02601

SDB-771-0666

Ms. Lauren Belvin
'Director of Le.gis:Lative Affairs
The' Federal Cdmmunica'tions Commission
1919 M Street,NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Belvin:

Enclosed please find correspondence from my constituents
regarding PR Docket 92-235, rules dealing with the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model aviation use.

I respectfully refer these letters to you and ask that you
provide them all possible consideration.

With kind regards.

E. Studds

/

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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The Honorable Gerry Studds
% U.S. House o~ Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

De?t- Mt- Studds:

..~ " ,,,:":

,I~r-;; .....j{jr'\1".
t ""_. ", ) ; ,'~ ;};. ',., .'- .;\..1

" ..

I am retired and derive many hours of enjoy~ent from ~onstructing

·.a.nd operat i nq rad io contnJlled modeL~.i tOP lanes. I . am ~vet-y conGet-ned
about :propos.~d t-ules that are:· cun-ently u'ndet- considet~ation ,by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding i~ PR Docket
92-235. If.adopted~ the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of
frequencies currently assigned for model use and increse the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primar-ily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we are ~ble to share the
band without either use interfering with the other.

Now The FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower baQdwidths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobil~ '~requencies will move closer to the radio
control frquencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are now avail~ble for 'model
airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopt.ed.

When we fly model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection o~ property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the
remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety
will be greatly reduced.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to t.he point, they are capable of causing
property damage, serlous injury, OK even death if radio interference
causes loss of contt-ol of the craft. We often fly our models at
organized events and contests whet-e hundreds of operators participate.
We need the use of our full complement of radio freq~encies in order to
assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of the land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are important. as
business users of radios, but we have a vet-y considerable investment in
ourmo~els and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours
of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals ~or the 72-76 MHz band.
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The·Honorable GerryStudds
% U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

I have beeh interested in model aviation ~or as lorig as I can
remember. I am'very active in a local club whose ~embers enjby
cQnst.Tuc:ting and opet".at·i.ng t"adio controll.ed model: airpl2mes... I 21,m VE)t·''y'

coricerned about.p~opo~edrul~s that a~~~urrently under considbration
~y the Federal'Communicationi Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR
Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the
usability of frequencies currently aS5ign~d for model use and increse
the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
ait"plarles. ,"

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz
band is primarily used for .private land mobile dispatch
L·JO··I·='~;L::>""· 0"Lt'" t" ".1"'1' •., C'-ll-ltt-t""l t-:t"eqLI-'r1c l' "'''~, ; n t· 1.\; c; b~nd =1t- L',f 1 V'\ \".:•• V 'k.::; I , \ C. l.1 \.J _ . J _. t::. ... ~ ~ _" _. i __., t::.. c. 'r"_

apart from the land mobile frequencies that we are able
band without eithe~ use interfering wit~ the other.

Now The FCC tr,l'<!:\nts to ct-ea"te mot"€? IClnd mobile ft"equencies by
split.ting them irt"co nc.~rt··O\J-JE?l·· b.:.\nd\J-Jidths and t"ean"anging the band pl':0.f"l"

As a t"esLtlt~ many l~nd mobile fn=quencies will move closet- to the t-,,:\di.i:J
control ~rquencies ahd cause inter~erehce to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 ~reqLtencies that are now available for model
airplanes, only 19 ~requencies will be le~t i~ these new rules are
<H::lopted. •

L\JhE·n vJ(;2 +1'/ iTlodf?l 2dl"'plane~; under'" t·"<~.di(J cDnti'-nl, !A}:'? 1;.10 to Gf-"=';'1

lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of pr~perty. Many of our 'safety precautions involve thE
car~ful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable ~requencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC~ th0
t'·emaj.fij.Ilg fr-equencies will become congestec1 and the iTIargin o·f safety
wj.].l t)2 greatly reducecln

Please ul~det-starld that mar·ty nlocfe]. air"planes t\ave wirlg spans urJ ·t
10 feet and weigh as n~ch as 40 pounds. The models themselves are
2}~~)e!'1~;ive tel tJ~.lj.ld; t)L,l·t more to ·tt,e po:i.rlt~ ttley ar'e c:2~)able o·r c::all~5:l!··~ ..,
pr-cJpet-ty c1amage, set-ious in.jut-y, (Jr- everl ('jeattl i~ !'-adio interfel'-e!lc:G
causes loss of control of the craft. We oFten Fly our models at
organized events and contests where hundreds o~ operators participate.
We need t~\e use of OtJt- +ull complement o·f radio ~requenciEs irl ur'cle~" tCJ
assure a safe Flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions o~ the land mobile radio users at the expense of
r'adio cont 1"'0 l' modE' 1 E~t··S" ThiE' FCC maY' not t h ink v-JE' clt-e impol·-tant i:\',::

!:;:.u~' :i. n~;)~~.<::; u ~:;e 1'- ':;: of: 1'-.:\ d j. O~;; ~ but ~'Je hav£" a V 0:' t- y c: c:;. n c::; i df." 1'- ab I f-' i nVF2 st in€-:' r'lt L r':
our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours
of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contr"ibutes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by n "
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
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'Dear Congiessman Studds:
r am writing to express my STRONGEST POSSIBLE OPPOSITION to the
regulations contained in PR Docket 92-235.

The reason is safety and monetary concerns. these changes would impose
op' the enjoyment of my hobby, Radio Controlled Model Aircraft. I·
have been in this hobby.since 1955 and have an extended knowledge of
the history and progression of·the hobby. In ad<iition, I·am a
retired Air Force. pilot and an Airline pilot and .have ?tn ex.te~s.iye
knowledge of aviation safety, which was 'my specialty' in·the AF·. " ..

. 1 am a graduate of ~umerous Air Force safety courses and am also.a
qualified Aircraft Maintenance Officer.

Few people realize the extent that RC Model Aircraft have progressed
to in the last few years. We now have a variety of. High Performance
models including: true jet engine powered scale models; impeller
powered scale models that fly close to 200 mph; large size models
weighing 50 Ibs.; multi-engine models. And there are of course the
hundreds of thousands of smaller and slower models enjoyed by the
majority of us model flyers.

The safety of the hobby has been exemplary due to self-policing and
reliable radio control systems. But this safety will be seriously
compromised if the proposed regulations are allowed to be
implemented. It was only within the past few years that reliable,
interference free radio systems were available. And TRULY reliable
systems only became a reality with the introduction of the Academy of
Model Aeronautics standards of 1991 - something the FCC participated
in as well. Radio interference - and model crashes - were very
common prior to that time.

There are now close to 100 channels that are available for models of
all types. These channels have been allocated to several types of
uses, model aircraft being one. If the number of available channels
are reduced, we will be forced to share usage within the remaining
channels. Confusion, and interference, will surely result 
returning us to years past. The result will be a dramatic increase
in accidents. And with the high performance models now being flown
this could be most serious.

In addition, usage of nearby frequencies by higher powered users
could also cause interference. This was a very common cause of
crashes in the past as well.

Cost is another problem the proposed regulations will impose. I have
inves~ed several thousand dollars in radio systems for model
aircraft, most of it recently to replace radios that meet our new
1991 standards. To make a similar investment for the proposed
changes would add a great personal hardship.

" .. '



i'a:in"a' pr'o'fessfonal:'::i"n :avia"t~i~ri so 'r' 'k~o~r't'hat if"s~~h ~'~:: iriveitln~'n't': .
is required, then I will have to do it. But others may not have
st<;lndards as nigh as miI)e -,and I ca!,1't say I would blame th~m.' Why
should we"be forced to buy fiew rad{o$' again' when we -jus:t repiaced our:
old ones to meet the 1991 standards. This'would'fur·ther complicate
the interference problems this' regulation would create~ ,

While I realize that there must be a realignment in our radio
frequency spectrum, certainly there must be a way that would not
create such problems.

And don't take these problems lightly; in the hobby of Radio
C'ontrolled Model Aircr,a.ft the proposed changes will most certainly
result, in crashes that will cau?e, serious damage, injury and, ,possibly
deaths'.

As a professional pilot and aviation safety expert I most urgently
and strongly request that PR Docket 92-235 not be implemented without
first resolving these problems.

Sincerely,

~ rI' -d---~/'
Ernest J. LeClair, Jr., Major, USAFR (Retired)
13 Goldie Rd.
W Bridgewater MA 02379-1407

. .' ~ ";
,.:.' :
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~ne Honorable 0errv Studds
U.S. House of Regresent~tlves

W~.hlnQton. P.C. 20515

:i am ;.\ lCcc;.\l club vice presider.f.. reoresenf..ina l(t.)+

iTI&mbel'·s. Our c:l \-lb con~t.~uc·ts and ooera~es t~,",<1l 0 contt-o! i ed
model air(.):tiilnee.. and a<lso taHe Piilr't in YOt.t'th iilc'tivit.iee. in
·the co..."ilt..lnl'ty. Our member,-*hio l:onsi~ts oj: a wl0e varl&"t.y O-f
Cseool e from eve!'"'V i m....Cl:l. nat,l f'.? l":;f"o+es.!S3. on. We i.d i are memoers
of the A.M.A. CAeatleiTIY o~ Mo~e~ Aeronautica). They are a
n.;<t i ona.i. oraanl Z ,;l.'t lor', .• one r-.un{~red .;:<n(-1 61-1 >li:: v i::r-,ol.\!?.and

_1i~tTct:~+~r~. :;s.'tror",Cl. j' .l "t' S ;-l.i1l';~~ l r,t1 E··vf.~n 't() 'int=? t""cr...:CVI r)C"~DLt.t ;4.fI- ITiOf.)(!:f.l

,;,er c'n ';'u-(::t C. sis'

:1 .ar{. ,,-e"'""l,t- C 0(", C. erru?d .';f.r::~ CH~ 'f. t;'s¥" Cc(:~~ c<Ge~j r'" ~ ..~ J e~· 'to f"c;;:' t: cd"" e

C~\.~.l!·-".r·-€.~rlt.,i·v t..tnt:tf.?Jr· cc..~r·fe.~r.~~ ..... ~'t:\()r( Ct·....· tt',~ t'"'€?tJett"";;'.~ C;C<ii"uf··H.lrlli;::~"t1c~rfS

aM~ote~. the new rule. Wlij ~r.a~Jv reau~e ~n& UB~bll\tY o~

f~ea~€nCleS curr.nClv ,;,&sloned +or mocel US. and Increase
~n~ rl&k Of aCcld@nt. an~ attendant tlabll1tv ~or

contrOJilno mOdel ';'l~Pl.;.nes.

(kw l"" ...dl0 con·tr··c,:t ft-eCl~.tenC.6 af-e In 'the '72.-"76 I"iH~

banc. rnl. b~nd \5 orlmarliv usen +or nriyate i~nd mObl~S

(j3.E.(::.atcr, Ot":ier.;.·tions. t-iCcwever. OUf- r.?G1Cc CQf-,f..rcc:i. ft'·E'f-lI..H;?ncieF.,

In this band are far enou~h ~Dart +rom the land moblie
fl""eQ~E'nCleS tnat we nave Deen able to snar~ tne band witnout
eIther use Inter+erlnq With the other.

NOw the FCC wii\nts to cr.... -te mor'e lii\nd mot.;-.iie
freQuencle. by ~p~ittlnq them Into narrower band wioths ana
1"'e;';'''''!'"'anqiflC! i::fH? t") ...nc:! (::.1 ...n4 As a "'·es,dt.• Ifciiilny :ianel moDi:ie
frenuencies wiii move c~oser to the radiO cont.rol
ft-eC\l..tenc i ee:. and cause interference to r adi 0 cont ...·ccl
ooerations. 1;<1iil to:lcJ that t.:(t ~renuencies tt-,a·t are
'::}re~;enti v av"d.:t ar:d e fecI'"' radi c. c(..~ntl'''ol of mode). ai .... (:..:t anes.
only 1~ frequencies wll~ be ~e+t i4 these new rules ;<1re
~(.i{:l(:Ji: ec~ •

\<,It',en WE' i::i.v cur me<ciet .;<tr-{:",'ane-'::. unCler r,· ....dlO
t:f.)rM~t.r.. t.':j.l 00: ~,;~€:-- f.)c( 'r~<:) ~:)t"·~;'?t·t .f enC)t h~.;. t.o ~?st.:';'t..~rt? /2.. :?:f.ert. \1 r)t- "t.t·,f.~

f~ "..t' ... f~, .,.:.... ~ .. .t.:::·r~·." .::... ".{ ..

;...-:.

·.·.1':



·.;.. ' .-I.... .,: .. ........... '. "l' .. ;'"

wln~ .D~ns 0D to 10 ieet and we1~h a~ much'~~·A0poun~$.

The mOa~lG tnemsely€s ~~e exoensive to Dutidc Out more to,
the pOint. 'they are c~pabie 0+ C~uslnQ nroperty aamaQ9.
s£:·l"·:i.OIXS 11'·, ·il..Ir.. V. r,:<r' e·..,.el~1 deiSt.!", :t f r",,,d3.Q in"t:er-ference c;;<'L\ses
'the Operator to iose control 0+ the cra+t. We o+ten +i~ our
mf.')C!ei S ... t c.ra ...rd zed e·....en"ts ...nd cont..es·te. wt...?!'"!? r-I\..tndr-eos (.)f

ooer",'tol'-,s.oar'tlcip,;:,'te. We nee'(;} the us~ of our fui:t
cClffioler,-,en"t c..f r- ...diQ fr·eotu;?r.cielS in,c.r"de!'" t.c, "'SS'-tl'''e ... s ...fe
f:t vI n<:) f.?nvll"~onmQnt.

:( dc not', tr-d r.~ l1: ie, Wl e:..l? 0+ -toe f:CC to se:ek' -to
l~nrove~he oper~tln6 ~6ndl~lon. 6+ l~na mObile radiO users
.;c. t 'f f"~8' f.;;').{ C~P('"'~ s·~ Q~ t .. ~d 1 () Cf_:,:r~ t ~.."<:.'I:.t a;'CJi,"~e ,f er" 0;,.. "ff1 e f·:C:(: tn~'v ~-~D"(

tnlr).~ we ~re as li~Do~·tan~ ~s bt._!s~ness '~~@~·S 0+ f'~alc~a. O\~t

-tee ttV:Ht5.;;:;nCie 0+ t-::.e~::H~.te t 1 ~,e I"v':,:.+? c. + ."nd co....d:..-:! (n,,·t,et;; "t.O "t'-'l'?
a<:)v.?lnC:Siilf.?'n~ ,;>,ntJ r.levf.?'.l. !':ll':'riiH'H·,t Cd' trH?? C(.',,<i;;·,e~·c::) ?<,t av), ,;;.tl On

i 4-i ~j t.t ~. t', Ii" '1./ ..

P:l !?ii:<.S+? r-.f.?i l7, uS coni'" '\ nul? 'tr",p S;;:;~l? EH", .;ovrr.en"t. (,)-f our

na!.'St.. time bv r,ot aLtowlnC) "tne ~·CC 'to t:.?Irrv out i'ts OI'·<::)OoS~.lS

-fc;.r ·tr-,I? 12-1'6. 1"'lt1:t: 1:3 ... 1"',0.

Sincere1v.

~~
Free Courtemarche
i ~~6. Bre.o.!:i i Of? Street
Pepoerell. MA 01A63
,~ ~~()8) :4 ·.~:':~-~~(B-l
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Fred E. Bellow:3, Jr.
'16~, NOrUI·11ainS·tree.t.
shar6o, 'MA 0206i'-1228

('617)' 784:-2~96

8 February 1993

The Honorable Gerry stu~ds

u. s. Ho~s~ of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 .

. ' .....

l. f"

; .•...

Dear Mr.. studds,
I am writing to you in reference to PR Docket 92-235 a notice

of proposed rule making by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). Although this proposed rule affects Part 88, it will have
a devastating effect on Part 95, a major concern of mine. I am
one of the quarter million or so individuals that are part of the
sport of flying radio controlled, remotely piloted vehicles
(RPV' s) .

A few years ago the FCC awarded us the exclusive use of
certain frequencies in the 72 and 75 MHz radio frequency bands.
Because other users, (commercial) such as pagers, were
interspersed betweeen our channels, we had to spend several
hundred dollars to "narrow-band" our equipment. This we did
because of our devotion to a sport that requires hand-eye
coordination and skill equal to or exceeding that of many other
"sporting" activities. Also the thought that our equipment
costing from three hundred to several thousands of dollars would
be protected from destruction by someone who was "beeped" to
remind him/her that they were to pick up a loaf of bread before
going home. A larger concern, however, was that such interference
would cause a safety hazard to persons and property on the
ground.

PR Docke~ 92-235 now proposes to put high-powered MOBILE
transmitters within.0025, read twenty-five ten thousandths MHz
away from our frequencies. Thus, the acceptance of PR Docket
92-235 will render most of our model frequencies unusable,
because we are responsible people who will not operate
"on-the-edge" and endanger persons and property, for some of our
aircraft weigh as much as fifty pounds (most are around 8 to 15
pounds) .

My own RPV's are in the lower weight ranges, and as a retired
educator, I derive great pleasure from the building and flying of
these aircraft that obey all the physical laws of aerodynamics
and physics. My personal investment in the "tools" of my hobby
amounts to about two thousand £ive-huundred dollars. That figure
does not include the multi-purpose power tools that I use.

I sincerely hope that you will concern yourself with the
interests of the individual citizen rather than the commercial
interests with their PAC's. The FCC may not think that we are as
importallt as business users of radios (their object is to make a
"buck", ours is to relieve the stress they cause), but we have a

1



'":"'c~ns"id'~rable ""', i;{v~~:tn\ent" i ri"' "oui :RPV ·s"·'and rad1;'(j ~'qu i p~~;nt" "a~d"'" t~~""
116bby provides many hour~ of enjoyment to hundreds of thou~ands

of people like myself as well a5 empl~yment for a great number of
persons and "contr lbutes"" to the advancement "and developm-enf ·of "the

"commer~ialaviati~~ induitry . " . " "
As an aside, prior to WWII I was in the Civilian Pilot

Training Program (CPTP), an emergency effort to train pilots for
war and it was a large factor in providing the ~ifty-thousand

pilots needed for FOR's SDk yearly aircraft production. It is
within the realm of possibility that that the ~ouQtiy may someday
need people with the skills that mi~iature aitcraft .RPV pilots
possess. If that ever occurs, there will be a pool of talented
people available. Also, it should" be noted that miniature or
"model" aircraft inltiaie an' interest in aviation activities
am'oh'g" young' . t>eoplethus helping to . pro.vide the .". pir6ts: a:"nd
en~ineers of the future. .

Thank you for your consideration and { ho~e that you will be
able to oppose the passage of PR Docket 92-235.

Sincerely yours,

~~~!!~

2
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The Horibrable Gerry Studds
% U.S. House G~ Representativ0s
Washington, DC 20515

Deax Mt- S.tudds:

I have been intere~ted in model aviation ~or as long a~ I can
remember. I am very attive in a local club whose members enjoy
const:·-u.ct:.ing and O~:H?t-':l.ti.ng t-adiocontt-olled model ail'-planes~ . I afT\ V~t''y'_

'c:oncet"hed about. Pt"Clpo;3fO.?d t-ules that axe CUtTE?nt 1"',1 unc1et- consi dei--at ion
... .... /1=-. F "'~"--1 /~ .. ' ... t·r·j ~ ,.....-. :-r.::;p (Fl""~) 1-" - .... ,.. p"... ..~- F'C"0'>' l. 1...; er.J1:::I <:(.. (~omHlI..( n 1. cal _. n:::> \~diTlm 1 :::, e'.l. .." n , "._.. ,If.! P f 0 .... _, E. CI1. ng .1...:- .. J'.

Do0ket 92-235. I~ adopte~,the new rules will greatly reduce the
Llsabilit.y o-f +n:'?quencie~:. cl.ll""t-ently a.s~.igned· i":CW modE~l LIse and inC1""l?2Se
the ri~k o~ accidents and attendant liabili~y -for controlling model
ai I'-p lanes.

Our radio control -frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used ~or .private land mobile dispatch operations.
Howe0er~ our radio control frequencies in this band are ~ar enough
apart -from the land mobile ~requencies t.hat. we are able to share the
band without eithe~ use interfering wit~ the other.

Now The FCC (,o,i:\nts to cn?ate mot-e L::md mobile ~n"quencies by
split.ting thElt11 irftcJ nc:{rt-Olo'JE.~I·- b.::\ndlo'Jidths and t-ean'-anging the band pl<:~.n.

As a result~ many l~nd mobile ~requencies will move closer to the radio
conb" 0 1 -Ft"qtH,:mc: i e~-:; a\'ld C aus;e i ntet- -fet-e:)Mce t.o tOO <:l.d i 0 co nt t-a I opet- a t i 0 I"l~'::· ..
I am told that o-f the 50 ~requencies that are now available -for model
airplanes~ only 19 -Frequencies will be le-Ft i-F these new rules are
<:,.doptE."d. •

When we -Fly model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the sa+ety o-F the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many o-f our 'safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
numtJ2t- o·F usatJle ~t"ec~{J2r-}cies is diminished a~; r)t"olJc)~;ed by the FCC, +'~12

r·emair~irlg Ft-equencies will become corigested 2fld ttle ITiat-gin a~ sa~ety

wiJ.]. be gr'ea'tl,y t"edtlCed"
P].pa~;e l,~ndet··~~tarld t~12t ir12rlY model. air-r,J.anes ~lave wirlg spal1s up to

10 ·f:eet ar1d wej.gt1 as mll(:h as 40 pCJur~dSn l-he m(Jdels themselves 2t-e

P~~!')2r,sj,ve· 'to t·)t"tild; tJllt ,not"o to tt,e poj.r-lt, ttley at"e c:apabJ.2 CJf c:atlsi;"~;:~

Pt-opet-ty (jamage, sel·-ious ir1.jt~t-y, (Jr- ever1 <ieatt'l i~ !'-adio irlterfel'-enc2
c:al,J~:;e~:~ lCJs~; D·F (:Olltt-O], c),f ·tt10 cr·af·t~ We o~ter-l fly <:JUI'- (nodeJ,s at
organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate ..
We f'leed tt"12USe of: (JUt- f\JIJ, c:cJmp],ement c)·f: r·2(jj.(:) 'f:r-equencies irl c~t"c1e~" 'le:)
assure a safe flying environment ..

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
opel···'::iti.f1(;] cOriclitiof1s; of t.he lc\f1cl mobile '·-0.c!i.o uset-~:: .1t the e:-:p':.:."n"';p nF
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are important as
busines~ users 0+ radios, but we have a very considerable investment in
C:Jt,lt- mc:)(jel~; 2 l"lcJ i.r', C~l~t- t-aejic) equirJmer'itn -r~l2 ~'l(JI:)t)y pr'c)viejes fnar1Y tl0L.t!""~;

o~ enjoyment to thousands of people like myself 2nd contt-ibutes ta the
2cJvar'lCeiner)t a;o',cl (jeve].or:~rnel·lt (::)~ tt'\e c:C)(~)IT~Pt"cj,al, av:~atiO!-l ir1dustt··yu

F'lease hell:) 0)e (:ofltirlLle the s2~e erljoyn~en·t t~f: my pastinle by rl(::~t

all(]wi.r'lQ the F(:(: ·te) car"r"y (~Ltt its ~:)~-CJf:~o5als ~Clt- tl"le 72---76 ~1!"'lz bat·lcj.,



.. NEL$ON·WHITMAN. .
'"j .: ~:d 'BO'~ ~4"1::5E .:.. ". ~'.~.

EAST FALMOUTH. MA 02536

1 February 93

The Honorable Gerry Studds
% U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Uear Mr. Studds:

'" .1.:••• . .. ".' .".

I am very concerned ~bout proposed rules now under consideration by the
Federal-:Comlllunications Co••ission. The proceeding is PRI)Qcket 92-235. If
adopted~ the new rules ~ill reduce greatly the usability of frequencies now
assigned for the control of both airborne and surface Models controlled by
radio using the 72-76MHz band, a band used primarily for private land mobile
dispatch operations. At this moment, the frequencies assigned to the radio
control of models are sufficiently spaced fro. those assigned to the mobile
dispatch operations to effectively enable both users to operate without
interference from the other.

It is proposed to split the frequencies into narrower band widths and to
rearrange the band. I a. told that if the change is effected the frequencies
that can be used for safe operation of 1Il0dels, particularly model aircraft,
will be reduced fro. SO to 19. This reduction in available channels may very
seriously increase risk of accidents in the hobby. We are very ··jealous of our
safety record and hope that nothing happens to .ake our operations more
hazardous, both to ourselves and to others.

One of the most iMportant controls we have over safe flying is the careful
coordination of frequencies being used at anyone time. If the frequencies
assigned to us become more congested our margins of safety may well be
diminished. Considering that models are now being built and flown with wing
spans of ten feet or so and weights up to 40 pounds much care must be used to
avoid collisions between the aircraft themselves and between the aircraft and
people and things 0.0 the ground, both to preven t property damage liabi Ii ty and
the risk of serious personal injury. Control of who flies when is a major
preoccupation of the people who run meets where up to several hundred
participants are involved, and all wanting to get in as much flying time as
the meet will allow.

I think it unwise for the FCC to seek to improve the conditions of the land
mobile radio users at the expense of the radio control modelers. There are
several hundred thousands of us flying model aircraft by radio control at this
time. There are more, I believe, using radio to control surface vehicles.
Between us we support considerable research and development in the field as
well as a large number of small (and not so small) businesses supplying our
needs and the needs of the aviation industry itself. We hope that our
operations will catalyze the interest of the young in aviation in general.

Please consider that effecting a change in the assignment of channels in the
72-76 MHz band may seriously lower the safety of flying radio controlled model
aircraft and hinder the technical growth of the industries which serve the
needs of the modelers.

Sinc.r.l~~wtJ'-
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February 22. 1993

The Honorable Gary Studds
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington. DC 20515

Dear Sir:

J, i
!f 'I '

-'I
\.-, ,

'\' '- i

I am a sixte~q year old high school student who is very
concerned about a change in FCC rules which. if adopted,
~ill make it difficult for me to pursue my hobby.

For several years I have been building and flying radio
controlled model airplanes. The rul~ change that is proposed
under FCC Docket 92-235, if implemented, will reduce the
usability of frequencies now assigned for modelers. Our
frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band, which is used primarily
for private mobile dispatch operations. However, model
frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies so that we can share the band without
"cross talk" between radios.

The proposed rule change will insert many new mobile frequen
cies by splitting the existing band into narrower bandwidths.
Not only will two thirds of our channels be taken away,
but mobile radios, which have four times the power of model
aircraft radios, will subject the remaining channels to
interference. Radio controlled model airplanes usually
draw large numbers of curious spectators and. with the poss
ibility of being "shot down" by a mobile telephone, the
chance for serious personal injury will greatly increase.

I dQubt that there is a high paid lobbyist representing
my interests, whereas the mobile communications industry
probably is spending plenty to see that this rule change
goes through. Nevertheless, I ask you to consider the enjoy
ment this hobby brings to the young and old alike and request
your help in not allowing the FCC to carry out this proposed
rule change.

Sincerely yours,

15 Berkshire Trail
West Barnstable, MA 02668
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Januar~ 22, 1993

The Honorable Gerry St0dds
% U.S. House o~ Representatives
W~shington, DC 20515

De"H- MI'-' Studds:

.' :. ....

Chr!si"o~her-~, 2~Y)\~'
CJ LI/1CL~.11J.j) Lh.~ rYo urn i2.;!1et.

I ,have been i ntet-ested in model ,iviat iOrl fat-' as long as I can
remember. I am very active in a local~lub whose memb~rs enjoy
c:onstl'-ucting and opet-c\tinlj ~-adio contt-olled modi:::.'l ail'-planes. I <"::\In V.Et.-y
c:onC::et-nedCl.bo·ut p t-oposed .T~lles . t h·at. ClXE c:un-ent ly undet" cons i det~~t·'·idn

by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR
Docket 92-235. 1+ adopted, the new rulEs will greatly reduce the
usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increse
the ri~k of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
ail·-planes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for .private land mobile dispatch operations.
Howe0er~ our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough



. '." .
"fh'~ H'b~:oi'able S·er~Y:'E,,'.Studds' ". " "
Uni ted State s Hous.e of Representative s
WashiJ;'lgton, D.C. 20.510. '." '.

Dear Mr. Studds;

I am an avid Radio Controlled Modeler, both airpl.ane s and sailboats. My
children and I, along with s'everal other children in our neighborhood spend
several hundred hours each year building and operating radio controlle.d models.
Many of us are members of the 'Academy of Model Aeronautics, a national
organization in headquartered in Virginia•. Total memb'er~hip ,o,f this group is
several hundred thousand. We are also' members of the South Shore Radio Control
Club, Inc., of Bridgewate'r, M~ss. Club membership numbers over 300.

I ';:l~' very concerned about' prosi-as'e'd rule s that are current'lY 'u~d'er consideratlon'
by the F:ederal Communications Commission in Notice of Proposed Rule Making
(NPRM-PR Docket 92-235). If adopted, the new rules will greatly increase the
risk of accidents and liability for those flying model airplanes.

Our sllIall neighborhood group (2 adults 8, 5 children under 16) have invested
over $3,300 in radio equipment alone. Much of this is by young children who
have worked very hard in fund raising (paper routes, car washing, errands,
etc.) and saving their nickels and dimes to be able to participate. The new
FCC proposed rule will make most of this valuable equipment virtually useless
by introducing frequency interference on or near the modeling frequencies in
the 72 - 76 MHz radio band. We understand that only 19 of the current 50
frequencies currently allocated to model aircraft will remain usable because
the FCC is proposing "Squeezing" more commercial channels in between the model
channels thereby guaranteeing interference to our aircraft.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and
weigh as much as 30 - 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build;
but more to the point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious
injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where
hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of
radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users (the beneficiaries of the new proposed
frequencies), at the expense of radio contr'ol modelers. There are many
hundreds of thousands of model radio controls in use nationwide today. The FCC
may not think we are as important as business users of radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby
provides many 'hours of enjoyment for hundreds of thousands of people like
myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial
aviation industry, as well as provide positive, character building, educational
interest for our young citizens in their developmental years. Collectively we
contribute many millions of dollars to the economy annually.

Please h.elp us continue the safe enjoyment of our pastime by not allowing the
FCC to carry out it's proposals for the 72 - 76 MHz band. Thank you.

dncerely, ~-- //

p~/f~/'Jr~__~A/t
David M. Beck -;:.
22 F Street
Hull, rT1A Q12045
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The Honorable Gerry Studds
U•.S. House of Represenfatives
Washington, D.C. 20.515

.;
.': . ~,.

'. ,.. ". " .

Dear Mr. Studds,

I am writing to you in regards to proposed rules currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission. The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235.

As a boy during World War I I, I developed a keen interest in
aviation. I now pursue this interest (along with thousands of other
men, women and younger people) building and flying radio controlled
model airplanes. I am also able to share my enthusiasm for model
aviation with youngsters who would not otherwise have the
opportunity to participate in such a fascinating I heal thy and
wholesome hobby.

Safety is always a primary concern and the proposed upcoming FCC
changes, impinging on our currently authorized radio frequencies,
are going to create a very real safety problem.

1 suppose the FCC does not consider the aeromodeling community as
important as the business users of radio, but we too have invested
time and money and should not be getting short shrift from the FCC.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHZ band.

f1,;er~lY, .

~G~-
Robert G. Barnes
26 Surrey Drive
Plymouth, Ma 02360
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• January 30, 1993
. .

Richard Neves
19 Merrymount Ave
Wollaston Ma 02170

The Honorable Gary Studds
United States House ofRepresentatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Studds:

I have been interested in aviation for as long as I can remember. Also, I am very active in
a local club whose members enjoy constructing and operating radio controlled model
airplanes. The models we build weigh as much as 55 pounds and operate at speeds up to
180 m.p.h.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned
for model use and increase the risk ofaccidents and attendant liability for controlling
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the bank without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the bank plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to
radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available
for radio control ofmodel airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the
safety ofthe operators and the bystanders and the protection ofproperty. Many ofour

. safety precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control
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frequencies. lfthe number ofusable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC.
the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin ofsafety will be greatly
decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weig~ as "
much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models them~lves are expetisive to build; but more to the
point, they are capable ofcausing property·.damage, serious injury, or even death if radio ""
interference causes the operator to lose" cOntrol ofthe craft. We often fly our models at
organiied events and contests where hundreds ofoperators par:ticipate. We need the use
ofour full complement ofradio frequencies in order to 8:SSUfe a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise ofthe FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions ofland
mobile radio users at the expense ofradio control modelers. The FCC may not think we
are as important as business users ofradios, but we have a cop.siderable investment in our
models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours ofenjoyment to
thousands ofpeople like myselfand to contributes to the advancement and development of
the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment ofmy pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

Richard Neves

" .,". ~ .. '



~DWARD J MCCARTY ..
.',··..·.·6tArbo·rWiy-.
Hyannis~ MA. 02601

. .508-775-094.1 ...

I am retired and derive many hours 0+ enjoyment ~rom constructing
and' operati~g radio controlled model airhlanes. I am very crincern~d

about. PI·"opc.)s(';>d. t"ulE~~;; ·th<'\t ·"3Tf? Cut"!'·f?ntl·y u.nc!er' con<;::·1 df2t"at :1..01"1 by t.l"le
Feder-al Commt~nica~·fc~rls C<Jmnlission" (F~CC)~ -rhe !:J;'-o(:eedi,ng is PR Doc~::et

92-·235n If adOf)ted~ the· new t-~_~le~ wi.l:L gj~e0·t].y t-ed{~c:e the tJsability c~'f

frequencies cu~rently assigned for model use and increse the risk of
ac~cidents ancJ at·ter')cjant "I.iability 'fot" contl···ollif·~g iflC)de]. ai.rfJlanesu

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used +or private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart 'f~~ofn tt'lP land n~c:)t)i].e ~t-e(luerlcies that we 2t-e able tCJ st12t"e the
band without either use interfering with the other.

Now The FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
contl"~::,l ft"ql...!E~nciL=:!s and cause intet"fet"encp to t"c.'idio contt'ol opet"c.:l.tj.ons.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are now availablp for model
ai!~fllanes, (:~nly 19 ~t-equenc:ies will be le~t i~ ttlese new F{Jles 21'-e
;'\ c:i 0 p '1::. E'~ r.:! "

Wher'} we 'Fly model airplarles Ltrldet" r-adio cCJntro:L, we 00 to great
lengths to assure the safety of th~ operators and bystanders and the
f)!"'otecti(Jfl o~ P!~'(JpetMty~ Many D~ OtJt- sa'Fety orec:aljtj.o11S involve tt12

l'-email'ling ·fr-p(llAPi-l(::ies wi.].:!, tJeCC)lne (:onges·teci ~rl(:! ·t:t12 mat-gil" (::Jf saf:et~

1/..,1 :i. 1.] f:) f:: c; t .. I:::: :'::":. t, :\. >./ j""' !::::' Cl L~, ':::: :::':' d "
F':I.eas2 \,I!")c:!et-~3'tal"l(j ·t!~a·t many m<Jdel 2·~.t"rJ].2r,es ~la~e wing ~5f:)ar1S l;~:J t::)

" -j- .

t. C) i ;"n r) !,- C::....../ F'f t. h (~:.:'

t..,h I~:':': F: >~ p t:';: n '~~, f:!

.: .!,.

'~lyil-)g PI·')\/j.I"'CJflIT1Pnt:.

·t.., !·'·I i r'1kit.., _:;'" t:',.! i '::~. E:' CJ ··F t:, h (.:? r· C": C'" +, C": ~:::, ;,:;:. (.:', k
c:: p i~'::' 1'" ·:'3. t. :!. r"! {,:J ':':: (J r"! C: :L ·t. 1 C! 1'1 ::::. t... hi: 'j :.:; n ,"''; ~T! C) h:1. 1 f·::..: "'. E;\ cJ i. C) I.J ::::. ,::'.
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I am retired and derive many hou~s ci~'enjoyment ~rom constructing
arid oper"atinq t-,,~dio c:ont.r--olled. modf:?l ·a.ir-pla_l'"lt?s" :r. am ver-y CCiClc.er-riE?d
about proposed rules that are currently 0nder consideration by the
t:=:· C~ df:: ,." 13.1 C:c:}(n~-It...tf.l i (~::8. t. i (3 n~:~ c:: (J (fi!1'i 'i ~,:::·s i CJn ("r-::-f~;C') I: . 'r Ji('::':' r:' ,.R CJC: f·;'e:.' c! i fi(~.! is. F'F: r)(JC k ~:?t .
92--~235'1 I+'adc~pte(j, t~le 'r~ew '~t.{les wiJ.l gj~eatly t--Pdl.{c:e 1~he lA~52t)ility c)·F
.;::: j" ::<':'q LU:2 nc j. E:·::::· c: LU'" tOO (.:-? n t: 1 ~:./ .:~1. -::;·5 i 9 rh',? d -f:(Jf- fTiC) de 1 u. ~5e -::':u'''p::i inc f" (·:0 s::·\-:::· t. hf;:~ r i ~;k C.lt:

.::1. c:: c i d {.::~ n t. ~:;:. ~::l, n d.:,. "1::. t:. E~ ri d ~3. r'\ t... 1.:i. .:;.\ b j. 1 :i. '1::. V" ·f C"l'" C C~ {'"·,t. t" c~], 1. :1. f'! <J fn Cl ci I;:':: 1 .:'::';. i \- P 1 i::t. n t::: ~:::. :l

Our radio c.ontrol frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we are able to share the
band without either use interfering with the other.

Now The FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan.
As a reSUlt, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frquencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are now available for model
airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
Ei. c!c~p t: E~ el,:

When we fly model airplan~~ under radio control, we go to qreat
J F:! rif;;J t. h~:3 t: c! Ei :~3-;:-:;'U. ,.M F! t he.:: ~:..::l·FE:;t: y' ot: t h'E' Clf.Jf.··! r·::;i: ·t·, (J!" -::; _:::i. n d b\l::::' t '::~ rl d(;::· 1'- ~::~ ~:~. n cl t hf::::

Many o~ Otlr sa'f:~:~ty prec2\Jt:i.ons involve ·t~le

r .. j"··'··..· .1.. i_. ,_..
t.! jl:'"

remaj.ni.rlg ~:t-eq~jen(=ies will beCC)nle congeste(:j an<:l ttlP m2i~~j n 0+ ~32·t::ptv

wi.I]. t:)2 greatJ.y t"ecjll(::e(:i
. ! roo.
····i··.. 1••. ,.. ..'

Ie) ·f=eet and weig~l as mt_lel, as 40 paufldsu T!le mCJ(jel~5 tl'1emse:lve~3 21'-e
e~·~per)sive tel bt!j.l(:j~ bllt mC)I~'e ·to the pC)lr1t,~ ·they at-e c2~)ai:)].2 of (::ak.. ~;i!··l(:l

: :t,-::.'··
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January 22, 1993

The Honorable Gerry Studds
% U.S. House o~ Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

De",u- Mr- Studch-:;:

- .. '.

..-9~
,.- '- ....B" 119 '"
t"t~ 1&

I have b~en interested in model aviation ~or as long as I can
remember. I' am very a~tive in a local cl~b whos~ members enjoy
constructing and operating radio controlled model airplanesr I am very
conc€t-r:ledabout pr-oposed 'n_(l~s that at-e cu·t-t-ent J y under-' consi det-at ion
by th~ Federal Communications Commission (FCCl. The proceeding is PR
Docket 92-235. I~ adopt6d, the new rules will greatly reduce the
usability o~ frequencies currently assigned ~or model use and increse
the ri~k of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
ail'-planes;.

Our radio control ~requencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for .private land mobile dispatch operations.
Howe~er~ our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequenciGs that we are able to share the
band without eithe~ use interfering wit~ the other.

Now The FCC ~J"<!:\nts to cr-eate mot-e IE,net mobile fl'-equencies by
splittinq th!2iil irt'to nan-Oll-set- bc:\ndll-Jidths and t-ecu--I""Hlqing the band pla,n.
As a result, many l~nd mobile -ft-equencies II'Jill move closet- to t.he t-"H.:lio
contr"ol ~rqllerlcies a~d cause inter~ereMce to radio control opet-atior15~

I am told that o~ the 50 -frequencies that are now available -for model
airplanes, only 19 ~requencies will be left if these new rules are
c.i. dop t (:;:' d. •

When we fly model airplanes under radio cont~ol, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our 'safety precautions involve ths
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If ~he

r1~MtIT,t:,et" o~ usatJJ.e ~re(:1l.ler1cies is diminished a~; Pt-C~I~Os2d by the FCC, ·t:f12

t"emair\illQ ~t-equer1cies will become co~gested 21-~d the n12t-gin of sa~ety

will tJ8 gt"eatJ.y r-ecJL1c:ec:!n
Plea~5e L~ndpt-E~;t2r'ld ttlat (Yl8r',y ITlode], ait"plarles t'\2Ve wirlg spans up ·to

j, 0 ·r ('.~ €.:~ t ~::\ n c1 l/\~ ;:~ i (,:.~; h D...~:" IT: u, ::::: b 3. s: "1+ (l P Cl I. 3" r": d '::~. " -r h f:::" rn C) cl t:; 1. ~::";. t hi?:: !Ti .::; I~ 1 \/ f.'~ S ~::!, !.,. ~~~:

2}~pel"\S5ive te:J tJz.lild; bLtt mOf"C to the ~)oj.rlt!i tt'\ey at"e c::ar)abJ,2 of caus~~.r"~g

pt-eJr)2r-ty ~~~~~ge~ set-ious ir1.jllt-Y" (Jr- everl e1eatl'" if !~adio ir1tel·-'fet-e~·lc2

C2(..{Ses; loss o·f COfltrol o·F ttlB cl~aft= We after"; f:ly OUI'- models at
o;'-gal-}ized events ar1(j contestf; W!'1Elr e tlufldr-eds C){~ (JfJet-ator-s fJarticir)ate'l
We fleed t~12 LtSe o~ OUt- +t!ll comple~lent c),F t-adicl ft-eql,tenc:ies in clt"del"- tCJ
assure a sa~e ~lying environment.

I do not think it is wise o~ the FCC to s~ek to improve the
oper'ati,ng conditior1~5 o~ the land mobile t-a(jic) \~sers at the e>~pense o·f:
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are important as
busines$ users of radios, but we have a very considerable investment 1n
our models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours
of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself 2nd contributes to the
:":.":. d \/ ,~.:!, n c l:·:~ en \:;.: n t~ ~.::\ 1"": c! d F:,.' v' {"::~ J (:, P (\"1 e-:·:"; n t C.l ·f ·t h !::.:! C C) f~·"i fn ~:~. r· c :i. ~:':·l. J .:::l. \/ :;. ;'J t:. i C) n i n d 1...1. ~:; t f'"" .~/ ..

Please tleJ.p me COl·ltinue the S2~e enjayn~ellt (:~F fiiy pastime by j·1C)·t

allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
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~2nu~ry 21, 1993

The Honorable Gerry Studds
%, U.S. House o~ Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Deat- Mt- Studds:

I am retired and derive many hours o~ enjoy~~nt ~rom ~onstruct'ing:

and operating t~'.;\dio contt-olled model ait-planes. I ~m v~.r-y·,con~enled .,
about 'propd~e~' rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Com~unications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is'PR Docket
92-235. I~"adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability o~

~requencies currently assigned ~or model use and increse the risk o~

accidents and attendant liability ~or controlling model airplanes.
Our radio control ~requencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This

band is primat-ily used ~or private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control ~requ~ncies in this band are ~ar enough
apart ~rom the land mobile ~requencies that we are able to share the
band without either use inter~ering with the other.

Now The FCC wants to create more land mobile ~requencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobile ~requencies will move closer to the radio
control ~rquencies and.cause inter~erence to radio control operations.
I am told that o~ the 50 ~requencies that are now available ~or 'model
airplanes, only 19 -frequencies will be le~t i~ these new rules are
adopted.

When we 1-ly model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to aSSUt-e the sa1-ety o~ the operators and bystanders and the
protection 01- property. Many 01- our sa1-ety precautions involve the
care~ul coordination and use 01- the radio control 1-requencies. 11- the
number 01- usable 1-requencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC~ the
remaining 1-requencies will become congested and the margin 01- S21-ety
will be greatly reduced.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to
10 -feet and weigh as much as 40 pounds. The models themselves are
expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable o-f causing
propet-ty damage, serious injury, OK even death i-f radio inter1-erence
causes loss o-f cont-rol 01- the cra-ft. We o1-ten -fly ow- models at
organized events and contests where hundt-eds o~ operators participate.
We need the use 01- our ~ul1 complement o~ radio -frequencies in order to
assure a sa~e ~lying environment.

I do not think it is wise o~ the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions o-f the land mobile radio users at the expense o-f
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we at-eO important as
business users o-f radios, but we have a very considerable investment in
our mo~els and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours
o-f enjoyment to thousands o~ people like mysel-f and contt-ibutes to the
advancement and development' o~ the commet-cial aviation industry.

PleaSE help me continue the sa~e enjoyment o-f my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals ~or the 72-76 MHz band.

Si ncet-e I y, ~cS t e- m£J"JE \e"o:)

1«3 lw If) l-L lL Ac~

EA~-t~Lno\)+h
tnl\ c ;)..S3b
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P.O.' Box 18-2.6 .

Duxbury. M~ 02331
January 30, 1993

.":-. ' .

The Honorable Gerry Studds
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington. D;~. 20515

Dear Mr. Studds:

FEBtO.
..,

. ·1 al vert a.ctive in several.~del airplane clubs whose llelbers enjoy constructing and operatillg radio
controlled 'model airplanes. 1 am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by_
the Federal Communications CODiission. The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the useability of frequencies currently assigned for IOdel use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling IOdel airplanes.

Our radio frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is used primarily for private land IObile dispatch
operations. However. our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart frol the land mobile
frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering witb tbe otber.

How the FCC wants to create lore land mobile frequencies by splitting thea into narrower band widths and
rearranging the band plan. As a result, lany land mobile frequencies will lOve closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I understand that of 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model aircraft. only 19 frequencies will relain useable if these new
rules are adopted,

Wben we fly our model aircraft under radio control. we go to great lengtbs to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
co-ordination and use of radio control frequencies.' If the nuaber of useable frequencies is dilinished as
proposed by tbe FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.

Please ucderstand that lany model aircraft hav~ wingspans up to 10 feet and weigh 30-40 pounds. The IOdels are
expensive to build.requiring lany hours to construct; but lore to the point. they are capable of causing
property damage, serious injury or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the
aircraft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests wbere hundreds of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not tbink it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio users at
the expense of radio control modelers. Tbe FCC may not think we are as important as business users of radios,
but we have a considerable investment in our models and radio eqUipment. The hobby provides maDy hours of
enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the
cOllllercial aviat ion industry. .

Please help me continue the sate enjoyment of my pastime by Dot allowlng the FCC to carry out its proposals
for the 72-76 MHz band.

/Z~
Don Krafft
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and operating radio' co~trolled model airplanes. I am very cdncerned
about pr~Josed rul~s that are currently under consideration b~ ·t~e

Fe(:jpt-al, COmm{,lr,j,c2tj.c3n~5 Commj,ssi,ofl (FCC). 'Tl-~e r~i'-oceed:irlg is PF~: D(:)C~::E't

92-"'2~~5n I~ adc)f~ted~i the l-lPW t-~.{],es will. gj,-patly redtJce the l!satJilj.ty o~:·

frequencies currently assigned +or model use and increse the risk of
ac:c:j,cjer·)ts ar1d atter1dar·}t liabilj.ty fo!~' Cc)[·,tr-cJllil-\g modeJ. air~)larleS~

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
band is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are ~ar enough
ar)a~-t 'Ft"om tt'le lar'lcj mobi.l.e 'Fre(~uencies t~lat we are at)],e to st12t-e tl'le
band without either use interfering with the other.

Now The FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan.
As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frquencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I 2.m told t.h!::d:. o·f thf:? ':::;0 -Fn2quE~ncies. th2.t. c"we nOl-'J !c<vcLi. Lc~blE'fcw modE<t
a:it-planes, or'~ly 19 1=r-eClt1encies will be left i~ these new l~Llles at-e
~:~ c! C~ p t:, t:::= {j 'I

When we fly model airplanes under radio cont.rol, .we go to great
:lerlgttl~3 t(J aSS~,lre the sa~ety 01= tt~ operat{~t-~; and tJyst2!1(jers end tl"\p
r:~t-(::)te(:tj,ol"l of rlt-Opet"ty:: l~arlY (:Jf Otl~ sa't-ety pre(:alJtions :ir1volvp tl'12
c:2~-e+ll:L (::oc)t-dinati.cJf'} arlc~ l.lse o~ tj'le t-adi.c) (::(Jnt!~'(Jl ·fr'eqt..{E!'l(::j.e~s" :[f: tIle
r'l~,,({rli:Je!'" {3~ t.lsat)].e ft-e(:1t~erlcj,es i.s difnir,ist'\ed as prc)pc:J~;pd by tt'le ~~C(= ·t~le

~ema:in:il'1g 'fl~e(:~{.Jencies w:il]. t3PC:C:Jme c:c~r~geste(J 2!~cj tt'le ffiat-(::l:irl O~ c;~f:p·ty

w:i.:~,], tJe gr-eatly redl1ce<:1"

,'::\ '::~. '::::, t .. !, J'" !::.:.: E:'" :.::.:. ,:';;!..,= f?! 'F J .~/ i nt,:J (,:~. n \/ :\, j'" C) f'!rnl::~ r-it. ,:
!. (j(~ flot ttlir1~:: it j.s wj,se (Jf t~le I=(:~(:~ tCJ see~:: ·tC) j.fnf:~!··'{:Jve tt1P

ope atj.l-lg C:(~l·1(:lj.ti{)rlS of the lar1(j ,nobi,le t"a(jj,(] {.JSef'~; at tile E~'~r)0~rl~:~ <:J·F

WILLIAM J. HENRY AMA 35176
15 :1ACHELLE CT.
MASHPEE, MA. 02649


